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“South Africa have a reasonably comforting 66.66 percent win
record in World Cup quarter-finals...something that will swell to

71.42 if the widely-deemed favourites over come host nation

Volume 19, Number 39
18 October 2019

Japan in Tokyo on Sunday.” —Rob Houwing, writing on Sport24
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Japan’sBrilliant Blossoms Do It Again

From the very first Rugby World Cup in 1987, it has
been traditional that the opening match of the
tournament should feature the host nation. But Japan
thisyear is, asfar aswe can establish, the first time
that the host country has also been involved in the
last pool game. And what a match it was!

Japan needed only two pointsfrom it so adraw or a
loss with two bonus points would have sufficed.
Scotland needed a bonus point win AND needed to
keep to Japanese to a single bonus point.

Referring to the World Rugby rankings, our editor
Tweeted on Sunday: “On paper, this should be a
close contest because it’s [number] 8 (Japan) in the
world against [number] 9 (Scotland). But that's on
paper. On grass they have one of the worst referees at
thisworld cup. Thisisthe clown who destroyed Fiji's
cup by repeatedly ignoring convict infringements.
#IJAPVSCO”

Without delving into the merits (or demerits) of the
second part of that tweet, it’s useful to look at the
result in the context of the first part. Scotland were
thefirst to score but it wasn’t long before Japan
replied with a spectacular try out wide that was just a
foretaste of what was to come.

In all, Japan scored four brilliant tries without reply —
so brilliant, indeed, that the marketing department of
aWorld Rugby sponsor Tweeted a clever poll asking

fans to choose which of the four was the best.

That took the score out to 28-7 and the Scots |ooked
out of it but, truth be told, they were always up
against it because they not only needed to win but
have to get ahead by more than seven points as well.
It wasn’t to be and the final scorewas 28-21ina
match easily as brilliant a spectacle as any of the
home team’ s four victories.

Brenden Nel posted on Twitter what was probably
the most succinct description of the result: “Biggest
losers of this clash. Other than Scotland who will
head home are Ireland. They will face New Zealand
in amassive game. Not the [quarter-final] both would
have wanted. #RWC2019”

Now the Rugby World Cup enters the knock-out
stages and the eight teams contesting the quarter-
finals also happen to be the top eight teams on
World Rugby’ s rankings table. Coincidence? We

think not.
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Typhoon Disrupts Last Round at RWC2019

It was unfortunate but the arrival of Typhoon Hagibis
on the final weekend of pool gamesin Rugby World
Cup 2019 did disrupt the tournament but didn’t have
any real impact on the make-up of the quarter-finals.

Certainly, Italy captain, Sergio Parisse, did dispute
that assertion but the fact that the top eight teamsin
the World Rugby rankings are all through to the
quarter-finals would tend to support it. For the
record, Italy is currently 12th in the rankings, behind
Scotland, Argentina and Fiji.

The first match of the final round was Australiavs
Georgia and as much as we were rooting for Georgia
to pull off an upset, we didn’t really see it happening.
The final score was a hugely disappointing 27-8.

But before that match even kicked off, World Rugby
and the Japan Rugby 2019 Organising Committee
had already cancelled New Zealand vs Italy and
England vs France, awarding each of the teams two
points as per tournament rules.

The next match to actually take place was Ireland vs
Samoa and the Irish used the opportunity to
rediscover their mojo by comprehensively thrashing
theislanders (47-5). In truth, Samoa were never in
the contest — and two yellow cards didn’'t help the
cause. But it was the red card to Ireland’ s Bundee
AKki that has dominated headlines.

Sadly, for both nations, the Nambia vs Canada clash
was cancelled for safety reasons. USA vs Tonga went
ahead with the islanders coming out on top 31-19.
Wales vs Uruguay was also played, ending 35-13in
favour of the Welsh. And then there was the big one:
Japan vs Scotland (covered on page one).

It’sMission Accomplished for Imbokodo

The Springbok Women's Sevens team travelled to
Tunisiawith one mission —to claim the Rugby Africa

Women's Sevens crown — so it was very rewarding

for the team to arrive back in Cape Town with that
feat accomplished, according to Imbokodo captain
Zintle Mpupha.

The sguad returned home on Tuesday with gold
medals around their necks and the knowledge that
they are the top team on the continent. “Thereisa
feeling of joy, of achievement and of content
amongst the group,” she said.

The Imbokodo beat Uganda, Zimbabwe and Zambia
in pool play and then knocked out Morocco and
Madagascar before beating Kenyain the final on
Sunday. “ The winning mind-set is a strong one and
we enhanced that. It grows confidence and belief in
each other and the squad as awhole. It has been a
good year so far.

“We wanted to go and win this as that would set-up
the rest of our season nicely. We can now continuein
our quest to try and qualify for the HSBC World
Rugby Sevens Series.”

Speaking of which, the team will be participating in
the Dubai and Cape Town legs of that seriesin
November and December. The first round of the
Women's Seriestook place in Glendale, Colorado,
this past weekend.

And it was a home-town victory as USA completely
overpowered Australiain the fina (26-7). There's
lovely video accessible via Twitter that features
outstanding tries of the tournament.
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RWC Quarter-Final Sunday: Boksvs Japan

The much-anticipated match has been on the cards
ever since New Zealand defeated South Africain

Y okohama and, after that, Japan shocked Ireland in
Fukuroi City. But it wasn’t absolutely certain to
happen until Japan followed up with another fantastic

win against Scotland this past Sunday.

So now it’s on and the head-to-head tale of the tape
presently reads: Played 2; Japan 1; South Africal.
So, it'sall to play for. It isworth reiterating that
Japan’ s win over the Springboks came in Brighton at
the last World Cup when South Africawere ranked

3rd in the world and the Japanese were 13th.

Going into Sunday’ s quarter-final, South Africais
presently ranked 5th and Japan is 7th. It'salot closer
than many would have believed possible. And, given
that Ireland were unable to penetrate the Japanese
defence for the last 50 minutes of their match, it will
be no walk-over for the Springboks.

As Sport24 chief writer, Rob Houwing, wrote this
week: “South Africa have areasonably comforting
66.66 percent win record in World Cup quarter-
finals...something that will swell to 71.42 if the
widely-deemed favourites overcome host nation
Japan in Tokyo on Sunday.

“The Springboks have won four of their six 'last
eight' dates at the tournaments to this point, never
having been eliminated at the pool stage.”

And then he recaps the history, which isinteresting
but insignificant because thisis Japan, at home, and
they are alot better than last time the two sides met.
Thereis aso the well-documented difficulties the
Springboks backline has had on attack at this World
Cup. And without Elton Jantjies, it’s by no means a
done deal.

RWC2019 Quarter Finals Are Confirmed

On the page alongside we focus on the match that
will most interest South African rugby supporters but
that isthe last match of the weekend and there are
three others that will take place before that kick-off.

As much as there' s nothing we' d like more than to
see both Australia and England get knocked out, that
won't happen because the two face each other in the
first quarter-final. So, sadly, only one of them will go
home on Saturday.

The second quarter-final will feature New Zealand
against Ireland and the winner of that match will
book a semi-final place against the winner of the first
quarter-final. It’ s going to be tight because in the last
three meetings between the sides, Ireland have won
twice. A massive contest beckons.

That's Saturday. On Sunday the first quarter-final

will see Wales take-on France and, as usual, it al
depends on which French side turns up on the day.
They can be brilliant and they can be absolutely

awful but Wales will not be taking them lightly. The
teams have met once before at a Rugby World Cup
and France won that semi-final (9-8) in 2011. But,
since 2012, the teams have played eight timesin the
Six Nations and France won only one of those (2017).

And findly, the big one: Japan vs South Africa.
We've covered this match in more detail alongside.
Gareth Mason has posted a quarter-finals preview
video that’s definitely worth watching —and it’s less
than ten minutes long. We won’t spoil it for you but
we will take a shot at predicting the semi-finalists
next weekend:

e New Zealand vs England
e South Africavs France

‘_{i Rugby World Cup

MATCHES

B+

England B newZealand

Sat, 10/19
09:15

Sat, 10/19
12:15

Australia "'f" Ireland

Wales @® Japan Sun, 10120

12:15

Sun, 10720

09:15

1] France BS  South Africa
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